.

DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES :

DIvISION OF CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES
Helping people. It’s who we are and what we do.

Steve Sisolak
Governor

Ross Armstrong
Administrator

N o
>
AH

Richard Whitley, MS
Director

Date:

To: Washoe County Child Death Review Team

From: Nevada Executive Committee to Review the Death of Children
Re: 2021 Quarter 2 Recommendation

The Nevada Executive Committee to Review the Death of Children (Executive Committee) meets quarterly to
review the reports and recommendations of the regional multidisciplinary child death review teams and
respond to these recommendations. This can include, but is not limited to, making recommendations for
improvements to laws, policies, and practices to prevent the deaths of children under eighteen (18) in Nevada.

In Quarter 2 of 2021, the Washoe County Child Death Review Team submitted the following recommendations
to the Executive Committee:
e Hospitals and drug testing facilities begin testing for fentanyl as part of their standard drug testing
panels

After discussing the recommendation, researching the current educational material, and receiving feedback
from subject matter experts, the Executive Committee sent a letter to medical professionals throughout the
state to encourage all hospitals within the state to begin testing for fentanyl as part of the standard drug
testing panels. Additionally, the letter asked medical professionals to encourage all hospitals and doctors to
become familiar with fentanyl educational materials so that doctors can have a conversation about the
dangers of fentanyl use with their clients. The following links were provided for educational reference:

e Training/Education - Nevada State Opioid Response (nvopioidresponse.org)

e Resources - Nevada State Opioid Response (nvopioidresponse.org)

e THE FACTS ABOUT FENTANYL (cdc.gov)

e Drug Fact Sheet: Fentanyl (dea.gov)

¢ heroin-fentanyl-other-opioids-ebook-partnership-for-drug-free-kids.pdf (nvopioidresponse.org)

The Executive Committee values your commitment in preventing child deaths in the State of Nevada. Please
feel free to reach out with any questions to Jessica Freeman, jfreeman@dcfs.nv.gov, 702-486-7711.

Respectfully,

The Executive Committee to Review the Death of Children

4126 Technology Way, Suite 300 @ Carson City, Nevada 89706
775-668-4400 e Fax 775-664-4455 e dcfs.nv.gov
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https://nvopioidresponse.org/training-education/
https://nvopioidresponse.org/resources/
https://www.cdc.gov/stopoverdose/fentanyl/pdf/Fentanyl_Fact_Sheet_508c.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/Fentanyl-2020_0.pdf
https://www.nvopioidresponse.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/heroin-fentanyl-other-opioids-ebook-partnership-for-drug-free-kids.pdf?_ga=2.191919082.1157847662.1656351285-524377217.1631917815&_gl=1*1n7c8j0*_ga*NTI0Mzc3MjE3LjE2MzE5MTc4MTU.*_ga_EVXPEY1YPP*MTY1NjM1MTI4NS4yLjEuMTY1NjM1MTQ4NC4w

